De  continentia 


Tou  ev  ayioic;  ’Ia)dvvou  tou  Xpucoaropiou'  Flepi  acacppoauvric;. 
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’Ad  psv  spoi  Sokei  xpporpwTaToc;  sivai  Kai  npenoov  toic;  tou  Xpiotou  SouAou; 
6  rcspi  aoocppoauvric;  Aoyoc;,  paAiaTa  5e  vuv  ev  Kaipco  toutov  noigaopEOa  npoq  upac;, 
ore  tov  Xpiatov  EvSuaapEvoi  rrjq  eKKAgaiac;  oi  naiSsc;  aoocppoauvr|v  paAiaTa 
K£KTrja0ai  npo  toov  aAAoov  ocpsiAouaiv  ayaOcov  ensi  Kai  oaxiq  EiSsv  dOApTac; 
'OAupnioic;  vopia0£vxaq  npdiEiv  aAEiiJjapEvouc;  erd  to  aTaSiov  KaTa(3a{vovtaq,  £ita 
Ti£pi  naAaiapaToov  Kai  KapTEpiac;  Kai  viKpc;  SieAexOp  npoq  auTouq,  576  ev  Kaipco 
touto  Ti£Tioir|K£vai  Swaiooc;  av  napa  navToov  vopi/JoiTO'  Kai  5p  Kai  npdc;  EcopaKOTEc; 
touc;  tou  aooTrjpoc;  dOApTac;  Suvapiv  Aa(3ovTac;  napa  tou  nvEuparoc;  5ia  toov  Oeioov 
puaTgpioov  eikotooc;  av  unsp  aoocppoauvric;  SiaAsxOd/TEc;  dii  tov  ayoova  tov 
nvEuparinov  napan£piJ;oip£v. 

’Ev  pi£v  ouv  toic;  avOpoonivou;  dycoviapaai  p£Ta  Tpv  viKgv  oi  aTEcpavoi,  ev  5e 
toic;  tou  XpiaTou  GTaSioic;  npo  Trjc;  viktic;  oi  orecpavoi.  Tivoc;  ouv  evekev  oTEcpavooaaq 
ppac;  exci  tov  aycova  napdiEpiJiEv  6  XpiaToq;  'Opou  pev  cpo(3ov  £p(3aAdv  toic; 
avTinaAoic;  (tauAopEvoc;,  opou  5e  Kai  Ta  ppdrEpa  5i£y£ipoov  cppovgpaTa,  iva  npop  Ttqv 
Tippv  opoovTEc;  Tiqv  napa  tou  XpioTou  SsSopEvriv  a^icoc;  Trjc;  napa  tou  SsanoTou  Tiprjc; 
anavxa  Kai  noioopev  Kai  AEyoopev.  Ei  yap  tu;  (3aaiA£uc;  aAoupyiSa  nEpiOspEvoc;, 
OTEcpavcp  tt|v  KEcpaApv  Koapr|0£ic;,  eira  e^evexddq  uno  toov  Trjc;  cpuaEooc;  naOpparoov 
ava^iov  ti  Trjq  (3aaiA£iac;  noirjcai,  apa  te  an£(3A£iJj£v  eu;  rpv  tou  npdyparoc;  aToApv 
Kai  Kp£iTT(ov  eyevexo  toov  aiaxpoov  au  5e  6  tov  XpiaTov  £v5£§up£voq,  OTav  iSpc; 
aiaxpav  duOupiav  xf\  ijiuxfj  SisvoxAouaav,  ano(3A.£iJ;ov  euOecoc;  eiq  ttjv  0siav  aToApv 
Kai  Taxeooc;  KpEircoov  yEvpari  Trjc;  tou  novppou  ppxavrjc;. 

Ecocppoauvr|v  toivuv  KaAov  p£v  synoopia^Eiv,  KaAAiov  5e  KEKTrjaOar  oi  5e 
ovvex ooq  n£pi  TauTpc;  Kai  aKouovTEc;  Kai  AiyovTEc;  ou  pinpav  EyKpaTsiac;  napanAriaiv 
ano  toov  Aoyoov  Aap(3avouai.  Aia  touto  yap  Kai  Taq  ap£Tac;  tcov  ayioov  n£pi(3or|Touq 
y£V£a0ai  5ia  tcov  0£ioov  ypacpoov  npoqETa^Ev  6  0£oq,  iva  navTaq  av0poonouq  dc;  tov 
ekeivoov  £manaar|Tai  ^rjAov  Kai  ndar|  aoocppoauvr|v  aaKdv  toic;  ixveci  toov  SiKaicov 
aKpi(3ooq  £nop£vouq.  Ei  yap  ev  toic;  yupviKoic;  ayooai  noAAoi  noAAaKic;  Touq  d0Ar|Tac; 
EaTEcpavcopEvouq  iSovTEq  Taxeooq  anoSuaapEvoi  toov  aycovcov  piJiavTO  Kai  577 
noAAouq  iSpadac;  Kai  novouq  un£p£ivav,  iva  KAaSoic;  EAaiac;  r]  5acpvr|q  aT£cpavoo0cdai, 
p£Ta  noar|c;  ppaq  npoc;r|K£i  npo0upiaq  touc;  un£p  Trjq  acocppoauvriq  unop£V£iv 
iSpooTaq,  OTav  ETEpouq  uno  tou  0eou  £aT£(pavcop£vouq  iScopEv,  iva  touc;  oupaviouq 
ava5r|acdp£0a  OTEqiavouq  £ni  Toiq  KaAoiq  Kai  acoTripioiq  av5paya0r|paai;  KaiToi  nooq 
ou  Seivov  Kai  noAArjq  opyrjq  a^iov,  £i  Touq  p£v  a0Ar|Tdq  £ni  ttjv  vikt|v  napaKaAd 
cpuAAov  EAaiac;  rj  5acpvr|c;  Kai  5 o^a  kevt]  too  (3ico  toutoo  auv5iacp0£ip£a0ai  psAAouaa, 
ripae;  5e  pr]  nsi0Ei  Ta  Soopa  tou  XpiaTou  naaav  r|5ovriv  anco0£ia0ai  Kai  Taic; 
Em0upiaic;  ecpiozavai  tov  tou  0eou  cpo(3ov;  Ou  toivuv  ev  toic;  av@pcdnoic;  povoiq  eotiv 
iSsiv  toov  opoicov  tov  ^rjAov,  aAAa  Kai  nspiGTspai  noAAaKic;  iSouaai  povr|v 
anap^ap£vr|v  Trjc;  nxr\cetx><;  aKoAou0ouaiv  6^£coc;•  Kai  nooAoq  yEvvaioc;  ev  innoov 
dysAp  aKipTriaac;  naaav  eneonaoaxo  Ttqv  aysAriv  sni  tov  Spopov.  Oukouv  EnsiSp 
navT£p  ripsiq  aysAp  XpiaTou,  eoti  5e  nooAoc;  ev  ppiv  aya0oc;  6  acocppovEaTaToc;  'Iooapcp 
Toiq  oupavioiq  aKipTppaaiv  sni  tov  ^rjAov  tov  sauTou  Touq  opoSouAouq  napanaAoov, 
auyxopEuaoopEv  too  KaAco  vEavianoo  Tpv  nvEupaTiKiqv  xopsiav  snaivouvTEq  auTou 
Tpv  acocppoauvpv  pp  Aoyoic;  povov,  aAAa  Kai  Tfj  pippasi  toov  Epycov. 
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'Ekeivoc;  toivuv  ouTcoq  r|v  aKpi(3riq  Kai  (3e(3aioq  Trjq  ococppoouvriq  cpuAa^;,  coote 
s^rjv  pisv  aureo  piexa  aoEAydaq  Kai  ttAouteiv  Kai  xpucpav  Kai  rrjq  SEonoivriq  apxeiv, 
aAA'  opcoq  Kairoi  ioooutcov  Kai  toioutcov  pieAAcov  eaeaGai  Kupioq  dXexo  paAAov 
anoOavdv  rj  npoSouvai  ujv  ococppoouvr|v  £v0upir|0dq,  ou  nAouToq  pisv  Kai 
Suvaorda  Kai  5o^a  tco  (3ico  touuo  ouvanapuij£Tai  Kai  TtpoqKaipov  to  K£p5oq, 
pioviqc;  5e  apetrjq  ou  ndpuKEv  anxeoQai  xzXzvxr\. 

Aia  touto  Taiq  pi£v  tjSovaiq  coqnEp  uva  xaAivov  tov  tou  XpioTou  cpo(3ov 
£Ti£(3aAA£,  tou  §£  ttAoutou  Kai  Trjq  Tpucprjq  Kai  578  uov  unooxeoEcov  Trjq  5£onoivr|q 
Kax£y £Aao£  uqv  £v  tco  5£oiacou|pico  TaAaincopiav  tjSico  vopioaq  uov  Aapnpcov 
oiKrnaaToov  KaiToi  u>uq  pi£v  dq  ctKpov  Eupopcpiaq  rjKovTaq  \aXxnoM  KpaTrjoai  ujq 
tjSovrjq-  6  5t  xoaavxr\v  (3aoavov  Trjq  EyKpaTdaq  napdxeTO,  coq  tco  kcxAAei  ujq  cjiuxfjq 
dTTOKpucJiai  uqv  copav  tou  acdpaToq,  aoupi  pi£v  KaAco  uqv  popcpiqv  £oiKcoq,  dyy£Aoiq 
§£  uqv  cjiuxnv.  'Hpiaq  5t  npoqrqKEi  \ir\  uqv  ococppoouvrqv  piovov  tou  v£aviaKou 
0au(id^£iv,  aAAa  Kai  Touq  KivSuvouq  ouq  un£p  auTrjq  un£(j£iv£  cpoftepcdupov 
OavaTou  Kpivaq  to  SouAeueiv  Taiq  tqSovaiq.  rvoirq  5'  av  Tiq  auTou  uqv  ap£uqv 
aKpi(3coq,  d  Touq  Kaipouq  e^exaoeie  Ka0'  ouq  dpavrq  uqpcov  uqv  ijiuxiqv  KaOapav  npiv 
yap  cpavrjvai  xf\  yfj  tov  Seottotiiv  Kai  Srnjioupyov  tou  navToq  £A£u0£pav  napdxETO 
uqv  cjiuxnv  £v  oida  5uqo£(3cov  Tp£cpopi£voq,  noAAouq  excov  Touq  exci  Ta  x^^pw 
TiapaKaAouvTaq,  ouSdva  ococppoouvriq  SiSaoKaAov,  navTaq  tqSovrj  SouAdiovTaq,  xf\ 
yaaTpi  xccpi^opi£vouq,  ouSev  d>0£(3£q  ouSe  ooiov  TroiouvTaq'  aAA'  opicoq  ToaouToiq  Kai 
ToiouToiq  KaKoiq  K£KUKAcopi£voq  Kai  uqv  aKoAaoTov  §£anoivav  duKEipiEviqv  opcov 
ouk  eyevexo  npoSoTiqq  uov  oupavicov  0r|aaupcov,  aXX'  £Tiipr|a£v  aauAov  tov  vaov 
tou  Tiv£upiaToq  piaAAov  £Aopi£voq  airoGavav  rj  5ouA£uaai  Taiq  r|5ovaiq.  Ouk  rjKoua£v 
ouToq  tou  IlauAou  Xeyovxoc,  oxi  Ta  acopiaTa  upicov  pieAri  XpiaTou  iaxiv  aXX'  opicoq 
irpiv  aKouaai  Trjq  0£iaq  cpcovrjq  ouk  eAcxttcov  £cpavr|  tcov  upir|0£VTCov  Toiq  oupavioiq 
TTapayY£A)aaai  SiSaaKcov  ripiaq  Touq  auv£xcoq  £v  Taiq  £KKAr|oiaiq  dycovi^opiTvouq 
toutco  tco  Aoyco,  ducoq  Tipoqr|K£i  Tiqv  cjiuxiiv  a5iacp0opov  cpuAdruiv. 

Ei  yap  £yco,  cpr|oiv  6  ’Icoor|cp,  irpo  Trjq  £Tncpav£iaq  tou  0eou  y£yovcbq  outico  tov 
Sectiouiv  iScov  SouAou  piopcpriv  u:i£A06vTa,  outico  tou  Kopucpaiou  tcov  aTioaToAcov 
aKouaaq  (3ocovToq  oti  Ta  acopiaTa  ujacov  pieAr|  XpiaTou  eoxiv,  opicoq  TipdiTiv  £vopnaa 
Toiq  tou  0£ou  SouAoiq  to  KpaTdv  r|5ovrjq  Kai  ouk  £cpavr|v  Trjq  acoqipoauvriq  TipoSoTriq 
Kauoi  TioAAouq  KivSuvouq  £Tir|pTr|pi£vouq  opcov  579  raoq  upiaq  npoqiiKEi  pi£Ta  cpo(3ou 
Kai  Tpopiou  acocppoauvn  au^fjv,  iva  piri  cpavrjTE  Trjq  Tipifjq  ava^ioi,  iva  piri  Ta  pisAri  tou 
XpiaTou  pi£Ar|  TTOir|ar|T£  nopvriq;  Touto  to  prjpia  Tiaaav  SuvaTai  cjiuxriv  acocppoauvri 
T£ixioai,  touto  to  prjpia  Tidaav  r|5ovr]v  £^£Aauv£i  Taxecoq,  touto  to  prjpia  cpAEyviovaq 
£Tu0upiiaq  KaTaiJ;ux£i  paSicoq-  oux  ouTcoq  6pi(3poq  dq  Tiup  £]aTi£acbv  paSicoq  depaviti 
Tiqv  cpAoya,  coq  6  0doq  ouToq  Aoyoq  dq  cjiuxriv  £iq£A0cbv  aTropiapaivTi  Taxecoq  Taq 
Tiovripaq  £Tu0uiaiaq.  Touq  auTouq  SuvaTai  Aoyouq  Kai  6  pdyaq  ’Ico(3  Troida0ai  Tipoq 
ripiaq,  oq  ou  piovov  aKpi(3riq  £cpavr|  Trjq  ococppoouvriq  aoKr|Tr|q,  aAAa  Kai  vopiov  £0r|K£ 
Toiq  ocpGaApioTq  Toiq  EauTou  piri  (3A£Ti£iv  £iq  7iap0£vou  TTpoqconov,  pir|  ttote  KaAAoq 
napacpav£v  ap-naori  tov  Aoyioiaov.  KaiToi  uq  ouk  av  £KTrAay£ir|  Kai  0au]aao£i£v  opcov 
tov  avSpa  toutov  tco  pi£v  5ia(3oAco  TrpoqnaAaiovTa  y£vvaicoq  Kai  fiaoav  tou  Tiovripou 
pir|x«v11v  eAEyxovTa,  nap0£vou  5t  TipoqcoTrov  uTrocp£uyovTa  Kai  Touq  ocpGaApiouq 
aTTayovTa  Taxecoq  ano  Kopriq  Eupiopcpou'  Tov  pi£v  5ia(3oAov  opcov  £n£pxopi£vov  ouk 
£cp£uy£v,  aAA'  £piev£v  coqn£p  Aecov  xf\  Suvapia  Gappcov,  Kopr|v  5t  iScov  ouk  ioxr\  ou5e 
5i£Tpu)i£  n£pi  u]v  0£av  Trjq  Eupiopcpiaq,  aAA'  un£xcopr|0£  Taxecoq,  tov  pi£v  npoq  Touq 
Saipiovaq  noA£piov  av5p£iav  anaiTdv  vopii^cov  Kai  0apoaA£av  cjiuxnv,  ococppoouvriq 
5t  aoKr|oiv  ouk  ek  tou  Kopaiq  opaAdv,  aAA'  ek  tou  cp£uy£iv  Trap0£vouq,  Euxepcoq 
TT£piy£V£O0ai. 
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"Oqriq  ouv  snaYY^AAsrai  nap0£viav,  5exea0oo  raq  auia|3ouAiaq  rou 
aoocppov£crdrou  navroov  avOpoonoov,  oq  Kai  auroq  npo  rrjq  enicpavdaq  rou  Xpiarou 
yeyovibt;  ourooq  aKpi(3riq  EY^vero  rrjq  aoocppoauvriq  cpuAa^.  Kai  poi  piriSdq  anAooq 
aKoueroo  ro  npo  rrjq  enicpavdaq  rou  Xpiarou  necprivevai  rouq  SiKaiouq  roaaurr|v 
(3aaavov  eYKpardaq  napexopevouq'  ou  y^P  toaa  urgv  dxov  eniKeipevriv 
aoocppoauvriq  avaYKr|v  ou5e  pi£YaAr|v  ouroo  pispujnv  roiq  aYioiq  ecpepev  apeAoupevov 
580  rrjq  aoocppoauvriq  ro  Krrjpa.  Ilooq;  "Ori  raurgq  evena  rrjq  airiaq  6  0eoq  6  ui|naroq,  6 
roov  oAoov  SripuoupYoq,  rgv  gperepav  sAa(3£  popcpr|v,  iva  rrjv  roov  ayyeXcov  aYiaariav 
£^  oupavou  KarctYaYn- 

"Orav  ouv  cpavooaiv  avOpoonoi  pera  roaaurgv  ripiqv  r|5ovaiq  SouAeuovreq, 
ouk  eauv  dndv  rrjq  roApriq  ro  pi£Y£0oq,  ori  rgv  rou  5£G7iorou  cpiAavOpooniav  ro  y£ 
Kar'  aurouq  anocpaivouai  paraiav  ra  peAr|  rou  Xpiarou  peAri  nopvriq  noiouvreq. 
AKOuaarooaav  Saipovsq  Kai  cpo(3r|0r|rooaav,  ori  0eoq  pev  ouk  avaiverai  auYKoAAav 
eauroo  Kai  auvanreiv  rpodq-  roApooai  5e  nveq  roov  niaroov  anoppr^avreq  eaurouq  ano 
rou  Xpiarou  auvanreaOai  nopvaiq;  Ou  roaourov  eau  KaKov  st;  oupavou 
Kar£V£x0evra  Ti£a£Tv  dq  (3op(3opov,  oaov  eari  KaKov,  peAoq  Xpiarou  Y^vopevov  ek 
rrjq  0daq  uprjq  exneadv  Kai  Y^veaOai  peAoq  nopvriq.  "Orav  ouv  dnOupia  novgpd 
KaracpAiYn  rgv  cjiuxgv,  avapvr|a0r|ri  rou  Xpiarou  rax£ooq,  vopi^e  napearr|K£vai  aoi 
rov  IlauAov  vouOerouvra  Kai  Xeyovza4  Ouk  oi5are,  ori  ra  aoopara  upoov  pieAr| 
Xpiarou  eauv;  'Apaq  ouv  ra  peAp  rou  Xpiarou  noipaoo  nopvpq  peA r\;  ”Av  rouroov 
avapvqaOfjq  roov  ppparoov,  rax£ooq  oi^ri  rpv  r|5ovr]v  Spanereuouaav.  Ei  y«P 
Oepanaivaq  aaxppovouaaq  Seanoiva  cpavdaa  Koapia  Kai  aoocppoov  (3Aepipiari  povov 
o^eooq  eaoocppoviae,  ri  Oaupa/Jeiq,  d  SievoxAouaav  r|5ovr]v  r|  rou  Xpiarou  pivrjprri 
Karanoipi^a  rax£ooq;  Ad  rov  araupov  exe  npo  roov  ocpBaApoov  aou  Aapnovra,  Kai 
KaOapoq  apaprriparoov  Sianepaaeiq  rov  xpovov.  "Qqnep  y«P  6  tfjq  v£cp£Ar|q  aruAoq 
runoq  oov  Kai  Tipocpr|r£ia  rou  araupou  ro  roov  'E(3paioov  nAfjBoq  av£nau£  Kai  ouk  da 
Tiaaxeiv  ov5sv  uno  rd>v  Aiyundoov  Seivov,  ourooq  6  araupoq  npo  rwv  6cp0aA]a6ov 
opoopiEvoq  naaav  an£Aauv£i  raxeooq  novripav  r|5ovr]v  Kai  ouk  ea  na0dv  ouSd/  rrjq 
£ua£(3£iaq  ava^iov. 

Touro  aoorripia  ijjuxnq,  touro  rrjq  aiaxpaq  driBupuaq  0aupiaarov 
aAE^iqiappiaKov  ra  |a£v  Ydp  £v  roiq  aoopiaaiv  appooariipiara  581  raiq  roov  iarpwv 
Karanau£rai  rsxvaiq,  ijjuxnv  5e  voaouaav  iarai  raxeooq  ra  Adyia  rou  Xpiarou. 
Aion£p  Kai  rouq  r|piaprr|K6raq  n'5r|  Kai  SouAdSovraq  r|5ovaiq  a^ioupi£v  Kai 
iK£r£uopi£v  Siavaarrjvai  Kai  vrjijjai  Kai  piri  navra  iqrraa0ai  rou  na0ouq  pir|5£  doan£p 
Kara  pouv  cp£p£a0ai  pir|5e  SouAooaavraq  raiq  nSovaiq  rov  AoYiopiov  niKpav  ev  rfj 
ijiuxfj  nriv  rupavviSa  n£picp£p£iv,  aXX'  avnarrjvai  Kai  napara^aaBai  Kai  roo  cpo(3oo 
rou  Xpiarou  rov  vouv  £nippooaavraq  dcftaAdv  ek  rrjq  aKponoA£ooq  xaAenriv 
5£anoivav,  iva  naaav  Kr|Ai5a  pii);avr£q  Kai  roov  r|piaprr|pi£voov  ro  nArj0oq 
anoppu);dia£voi  piEra  Ka0apaq  Kai  a5iacp0opou  rrjq  ijiuxrjq  5uvr|0oo|a£v  npoqi£vai  roiq 
@doiq  Kai  (po(3£poiq  piuarripioiq  rou  piEYaAou  0£ou  Kai  aoorrjpoq  ripioov  ’Ir|aou  Xpiarou, 
oo  r|  5 o^a  Kai  ro  Kparoq  £iq  rouq  aioovaq  roov  aioovoov.  Apir|v. 
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